
NEW SHOREHAM SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
Block Island School 
February 13, 2012 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 
The New Shoreham School Committee met in open session on Monday, February 13, 2012, in 
the media center of the Block Island School.  Chair William Padien called the meeting to order at 
7:04 p.m.  The following members were present:  Elizabeth Connor, Patricia Doyle, Ann Hall, 
Sean McGarry, and William Padien.  Robert Hicks was also in attendance. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion (Padien, Hall) to approve the minutes of the meetings held on December 15, 2011, as 
presented; January 9, 2012, as amended; and January 23, 2012, as presented carried with a vote 
of 5-0.  Mr. McGarry wanted his comment objecting to Mrs. Monje’s participation in the 
Principal Residency Network included in the January 9 minutes.  He feels it would have a 
negative impact and does not agree that it would be an investment in the future of our school.   
 
A motion (Padien, Hall) to approve the minutes of the executive session meetings held on 
January 9 and January 23, 2012, as written carried with a vote of 5-0. 
 
Reports 
Annie Hall mentioned that she received a letter in the mail from Karen Kurzman because one of 
her children had been absent a lot.  While it was nice to be informed about the number of days 
missed, she didn’t feel the letter was necessary when the child was sick.  Mr. Hicks stated it was 
sent as a reminder of the number of days missed and to take that into consideration before taking 
students out of school for other reasons.  The school is not asking for children to attend when 
they are not feeling well.   
 
William Padien reported that the most recent Power Ball was won by someone in Rhode Island.  
The state’s share will be ten percent of its deficit.  This is a substantial amount of money and 
may change education funding.   
 
Mr. Hicks stated that the budget continues to be positive, but tight.  As much as possible will be 
charged to Race to the Top funds.  A motion (Padien, Hall) to accept the finance report through 
January 31, 2012, as presented carried with a vote of 5-0. 
 
Mr. Hicks submitted the district summary for the fall 2011 NECAP in reading, mathematics, and 
writing, which were released by the state on Friday.  Our achievement levels improved over last 
year and were significantly better than the state.  Mr. McGarry added that Barrington and Block 
Island were tied for students at proficiency or higher.    
 
Mr. Hicks submitted the Administrative Procedure for Establishing Teacher-Course-Student 
Connections at the Block Island School.  Every district had to create a procedure on how to 
identify teachers who contribute to student learning and ours was developed in accordance with 
RIDE’s growth model for measuring student achievement.  It also provides a sense of the 



 2 

developing data requirements.  Mr. Hicks stated that Marsha Gutierrez has been able to compile 
the information manually, but the requirements are becoming more complicated with additional 
information and grade levels being added to the data base.  The era of being able to do this by 
hand is quickly coming to a close and our student information system will need to be upgraded to 
accomplish this.  Mr. Hicks had discussions with several districts in hopes of piggy backing onto 
one of their systems.  North Kingstown is interested in/willing to help us and a group of people 
will be out to discuss our needs further.   
 
Mr. Hicks submitted a memo regarding the school schedule change that included a table showing 
the amount of time lost when games were played during the week.  The table also showed how 
the time could be made up between athletic seasons on Fridays by using the two periods that 
exceed the minimum time required by the state.  If the two Friday periods were used as make-up 
classes when no games were scheduled (between seasons) no time would be lost if a couple of 
games were scheduled during the week.  Mr. Hicks feels there should be a limit to the number of 
games scheduled during the week.  It was stated that most schools on the mainland do not allow 
any class time to be missed for athletics, but this would be very difficult for Block Island to 
require.  However, it was felt that we could get close and still allow our students to participate in 
the leagues.  No one should feel that athletics gets what it wants and academics takes what is left.  
The School Committee is scheduled to make a final decision at its March meeting.    
 
New Business 
A motion (Hall, Padien) to consent to the appointment of Marianne Brown as the bus monitor 
pending the outcome of a favorable background check carried with a vote of 5-0. 
 
A motion (Hall, Padien) to consent to the appointment of Tim Keane and Robert Closter, Jr. as 
co-coaches for the junior high girls’ basketball team carried with a vote of 5-0.  It was noted that 
the co-coaches will evenly split the stipends for head and assistant coach.     
 
A motion (McGarry, Padien) to approve the request from Kristine Monje for a sabbatical leave 
for the 2012-2013 school year while she pursues her principal certification carried with a vote of 
5-0. 
 
A motion (Padien, Hall) to approve the recommendation of the superintendent to give notice of 
non-renewal to one teacher carried with a vote of 5-0. 
 
A motion (Padien, Hall) to approve the agreement between the New Shoreham Teachers’ 
Association and the New Shoreham School Committee as presented carried with a vote of 4-1 
with Sean McGarry voting in the negative.   
 
Old Business 
A motion (McGarry, Hall) at 8:09 p.m. to open the public hearing on the 2012-2013 budget 
carried with a vote of 5-0.   
 
Mr. Hicks recommended the adoption of next year’s budget in the amount of $4,619,719 of 
which $4,449,732 is from local appropriations.  The increase in local appropriations is $107,083 
or 2.47 percent.  The total increase over last year is $116,460 or 2.59 percent.  There are still a 
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couple of open areas such as health care, which has been increased by five percent.  Mr. 
McGarry stated that he fought against the math coach and the agreement with the teachers’ 
association.  If both of these items were removed from the budget the increase over last year 
would be $6,000.  Elizabeth Connor felt that the extension of the contract would benefit both 
sides.  She added that the math support will be invaluable to our school and the teachers, as well 
as the students, deserve this support.  William Padien stated that the budget we are submitting to 
the Town Council is fair, reasonable, and does everything for the education of our students in a 
fiscally responsible way.  A motion (Padien, Connor) to approve the 2012-2013 school budget in 
the amount of $4,619,719 carried with a vote of 5-0.     
 
A motion (Padien, Connor) at 8:15 pm. to close the public hearing and to send the 2012-2013 
budget to the Town Council carried with a vote of 5-0.  Committee members thanked Mr. Hicks 
and Ms Meyer for their work in developing the budget.   
 
Calendar of Events  
A calendar of events for the months of February and March was submitted for School Committee 
information.  The next regular monthly meeting is scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 
19, 2012.  
 
Correspondence 
Correspondence was received from The Trust notifying Amy Doran of a $1000 award through 
the Safety Enhancement Grant Program to assist in purchasing engineered wood fiber surfacing 
for the playground.  In addition, the Post Secondary Career and Education Handbook developed 
by Guidance Counselor Betty Gomes was submitted for School Committee information. 
 
Adjournment 
A motion (Padien, Connor) at 8:19 p.m. to adjourn carried with a vote of 5-0. 
 
Marsha L. Gutierrez, Clerk 
 
Date approved:  March 19, 2012 


